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INTRODUCTION:  PLOWING BEFORE SOWING

PRINCIPLE #1:  ________ is only __________________ ________ the 

soil has been _______________.

PRINCIPLE #2:  You cannot appreciate the ________ ________ until 

you fi rst face the ________ ________ head on.

 TIME LOCK – ____________ (vv.1-2)

PRINCIPLE #3:  God can ________ through _____________… even you!

 LOCATION – THE ____________ RIVER NEAR ______________ (v.3)

 __________________ __________________ – ISAIAH 40:3-5  (vv.4-6)

 __________________ – HERE COMES THE __________ (vv.7-9)
 ____________      Self-_________________

 Children of ____________  ____________ is at the ________

PRINCIPLE #4:  ____________ _______________ must result in 

changed __________________.

 ______________ __________ – THREE EXAMPLES (vv.10-14)
 Everyone – __________ extra ________ & _______________

 Tax Collectors – Don’t ___________________ people

 Soldiers – Don’t __________ your power & be _____________ with 
your ______

PRINCIPLE #5:  __________________________ is generally expressed 

in how we __________ others & __________ the ________________ 

that God gives us on loan.

 ARE YOU THE ____________? – NO, BUT HE’S COMING (vv.15-17)

 JOHN’S “____________” – __________________________ & 

EVENTUAL ____________________ (vv.18-20)

PRINCIPLE #6:  In this life, righteous believers don’t always live 

______________ ________ __________.

CONCLUSION:  PLOWING UP THE HARD PAN OF YOUR LIFE
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