
 

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday. About 200 years before Jesus was born, 
Israel was controlled by the Seleucid Empire. King Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
banned Judaism, said they couldn’t go to the temple or worship God. 5 
brothers (Macabees) led a rebellion. They defeated Antiochus’ army and 
pushed them out of Jerusalem. They then spent 8 days cleaning the 
temple and rededicating it to God. The miracle of Hanukkah is that even 
though they only had enough oil to light their lamp for 1 day, it lasted 8 
days while they cleaned the temple. Every year, Jews remember the 8 day 
rededication of the temple by celebrating the 8 days of Hanukkah. The 
Bible tells us that even Jesus celebrated Hanukkah (John 10:22)! 
 

 Tell me about Hanukkah. What did you learn today about this 
holiday?  

 Why do you think it’s important to celebrate a holiday and 
remember what God has done?  

 What did you do during your small group celebration?  

 What are some traditions we have in our family?  

 Are there any new traditions you’d like us to celebrate together?  
 

Today your child learned about the tradition of Hanukkah and 
experienced a small group celebration.  
Here are a few discussion questions for the way home: 
 

Go to www.whatsinthebible.com with Mom and Dad and answer the BIG 

question. Click on “Parents” then “The Big ?” and the Christmas DVD. Enter the 

password: joytotheworld 

The miracle of Hanukkah is that the oil lasted _____ days while God’s people 

cleaned and restored the temple.  

 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ 

MEMORY VERSE: Luke 2:13-14 “Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’” 
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